SOUTH CAROLINA SOCIETY OF HEALTH-SYSTEM PHARMACISTS
LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

MAY 2011
Remote Order Entry:
The following information was received from the SC Hospital Association:

Memo To:
SC Health Systems Pharmacists

From:

Jim Walker

Subject:
Remote Order Entry

Date:

April 15, 2011

At the request of SCHA, the new Director of LLR, Catherine Templeton, has reviewed the issues related to the practice of remote order entry at Trident Medical Center by pharmacists licensed in South Carolina. She has determined that there are no statutes regulating the practice of pharmacy which would prevent their faculty from using remote medication order entry as a part of providing care as long as it is properly supervised by a SC licensed pharmacist.

In our view, this determination would apply to all South Carolina hospitals desiring to use remote medication order entry. However, please realize, SCHA does not render legal advice or opinions.  As always, we would encourage you to review this issue with your legal counsel if you have any questions, or before taking any action. 

Because of this determination by LLR, we are no longer pushing a legislative solution (Bill S.644), and we will probably request that the Board of Pharmacy withdraw their proposed regulation.

We appreciate the opportunity to work with all of you on this issue. It has been very enjoyable getting to know many of you, and look forward to working with many of you on a variety of other issues in the future.

Sincerely

James R. Walker

Senior Vice President, SCHA

Information from the Board of Pharmacy:
The following is information from the April 27, 2011, Board of Pharmacy meeting:

 

There are 3,037 state certified technicians
There are 6,743 registered technicians
There are 6,958 registered pharmacists

 

The Board of Pharmacy has received 2 letters from SCSHP.  One was a request from SCSHP for nominees for the Board of Pharmacy’s committee appointments and one was a letter from SCSHP supporting the inspection form for sterile compounding until the USP797 task force is completed. 
 

The Board has reviewed their policies and has decided to place on hold the following policies until the task forces and regulatory process is finished:

 

Policy 132    Compounding Pharmacies

Policy 133    OTC Compounding

Policy 137     Sterile Compounding

Policy 147    Remote Order Processing

 

The Board has directed their Pharmacy Practice Committee to review Policy 140 Approved Technician Duties at their next meeting.

Pharmacy Technician Renewals
As required by law, pharmacy technicians will be renewing their licenses annually instead of biennially. The 2011 renewal notices were mailed to pharmacy technicians

on or about April 15. You will be mailed a renewal notice with a user ID and a password to allow you to access the online renewal Web site. If you are a state-certified pharmacy technician, you must mail a copy of your current National Certificate (from the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB)) to the South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation –Board of Pharmacy.  
If you choose not to renew online, you can request a renewal form from the Board and renew by mailing the completed form and proper fees to the Board office. Applications need to be received in the Board office by June 1, 2011. Pharmacy technicians who do not renew prior to June 30, 2011, will be assessed penalties and shall not work as pharmacy technicians until a 2011-2012 registration is in hand or disciplinary action may result. If you do not renew online, please document the date the application is mailed. The Board of Pharmacy recommends the paper renewal be sent via certified mail with a return receipt requested.
Continuing Education Reporting for Pharmacy Technicians

In order to renew online, you must indicate that you have completed the required 10 hours of continuing education (CE) (four hours must be live) per year with a total of 20 hours (eight hours must be live). The CE for the current renewal is for the years 2009-2011.  You cannot renew until you have completed the CE requirements. After renewals are processed, a random CE audit will be conducted. If you are selected for the audit, please respond promptly. Disciplinary action will be taken if you cannot show that you completed the CE requirements or if the required CE is dated after your renewal is

received in the Board office.

USP 795/797:
The USP 795/797 task force held its second meeting on May 10th.  The task force is reviewing all definitions in USP 797 for inclusion in the Pharmacy Practice Act along with other standards in USP 797 that are not in the current Practice Act.  The task force is conducting a thorough review of all of the information.  This is a long term process and SCSHP will seek input from all Directors of Pharmacy during this process.

OTHER LEGISLATIVE ISSUES:
The permitting of hospital owned physician practices is still being discussed with the Board of Pharmacy.
