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 UNDER THE DOME
        UPDATE 11-15
New Member of the Senate
Chauncey K. Gregory was sworn in as the newest member of the South Carolina Senate on Tuesday after being elected to fill the unexpired term of Mick Mulvaney for District 16 serving Lancaster and York Counties.  Senator Gregory previously served in the Senate from 1993 through 2007 and will be a voting member of the following five standing Committees:  Judiciary, Agriculture and Natural Resources, Corrections and Penology, Fish, Game and Forestry and Rules.
Health Incentives for State Employees
Two bills which would extend eligibility for the State Health and Dental Plan (S.560 and S.586) were amended on the Senate floor back-to-back by Senator Greg Ryberg (R – Aiken) Tuesday afternoon with language to encourage participation in programs offered by the Employee Insurance Program to promote health and the prevention of disease.  There is a proviso in the 2010-2011 state budget creating a 100-person pilot under the State Health Plan for the treatment of obesity with the option of bariatric surgery which Senator Ryberg was adamantly opposed to and instead argued in favor of healthy lifestyles.  Both S.560 and S.586 received second and third reading and were sent to the House this week.
Conference Committee on H.3003
Conferees worked together and approved a Conference Report which will be presented to the House and Senate next week for final approval.  The compromise language removes early voting and poll watchers while retaining the Senate domicile language and voter education.


Budget Update
Senate floor debate of the budget will begin next Tuesday, April 26th at noon and will continue throughout the week.  Senate Finance Committee Chairman Hugh Leatherman (R – Florence) took the podium on Wednesday to briefly explain the Summary Control document and encouraged members to contact any Senate Finance staff member over the weekend with any questions or for additional information.  Chairman Leatherman said this is one of the most open budget processes the Senate has ever seen and that all decisions were made in the open.  Senator John Courson (R – Richland) interjected that it is important to note there is no new tax increase in this budget. 


Bill Updates
	H.3713 / S.647
	House and Senate Point of Sale bills
	H.3713 resides on the House contested calendar and will likely be considered next week.  S.647 resides on the Senate contested calendar with Senator Hutto’s name on the bill.

	H.3747
	Sales Tax Exemption for Biologics 
	Resides in the Senate Finance Committee.

	S.232
	Narcotic Treatment Programs and the CON
	Before the full House 3M Committee next Tuesday, April 26th at 9:00 a.m.

	H.3178
	Alcohol Permitting Permanent Law Change
	Senate contested calendar – Senator Thomas has his name on the bill.

	H.3241
	Charter Schools
	Senate contested calendar – Senators Malloy, Leventis and Ford have their names on the bill.

	H.3562 / S.448
	Chandler’s Law – ATV Safety
	The Senate Fish, Game and Forestry Committee amended H.3562 with language to allow a parent or legal custodian to supervise a child on an ATV and gave the bill a favorable report as amended.  

	H.3229
	Behavioral Health Services Act
	Passed the House last week and was referred to the Senate Medical Affairs Committee.




Important Dates
	First Day of the 2011 Legislative Session
	January 11, 2011 (Tuesday)

	
	

	Tuesday, April 26th 
	

	Senate Budget Debate
	Noon

	House Convenes
	Noon

	
	

	Wednesday, April 27th 
	

	Senate Budget Debate
	TBD

	House Convenes
	10:00 a.m.

	
	

	Thursday, April 28th   
	

	Crossover Deadline for Legislation (due to May 1st falling on Sunday)
	2/3 vote required by receiving chamber in order for legislation to be considered if bill has not yet passed the chamber

	Senate Budget Debate
	TBD

	House Convenes
	10:00 a.m.

	H.3667 – Age of Consent – before a Senate Judiciary Subcommittee comprised of Senators Brad Hutto (Ch), Mike Rose and Phillip Shoopman
	9:00 a.m. – 207 Gressette

	H.3350 – Physician transmittal of medical records to hospital when physician is not the attending physician at the hospital, etc. – before the House 3M Health and Environmental Affairs Subcommittee I
	9:30 a.m. – 427 Blatt

	
	

	Upcoming
	

	Final day of the 2011 Legislative Session
	June 2, 2011 (Thursday)

	Tentative – House Redistricting Debate
	Week of August 8th 




Legislation of Interest – April 19th through April 21st        
Please take a moment to review the bills listed below and let us know if there are any you would like to track and receive updates on as they move through the legislative process.  Feel free to call Ted, Hobart or Tara at (803) 799-9993 or email tboone@rplfirm.com with questions or comments.

	

	Economic Development

	

	Enact the “South Carolina Economic Incentive Transparency Act of 2011” - S. 832 (Word version) -- Senators Davis, Shoopman, Bright, Cromer, S. Martin, Rose, Bryant, Thomas, Massey and O'Dell: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING CHAPTER 66 TO TITLE 12 SO AS TO ENACT THE "SOUTH CAROLINA ECONOMIC INCENTIVE TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2011" WHICH PROVIDES THAT LEGISLATION PROVIDING AN INCENTIVE FOR A BUSINESS ENTERPRISE TO LOCATE OR EXPAND IN THIS STATE MUST BE INTRODUCED AS A SEPARATE BILL, TO PROVIDE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR THESE INCENTIVES AND THE APPLICABILITY OF THESE REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES TO CURRENT INCENTIVES, TO PROVIDE THAT INCENTIVES ARE TO BE GRANTED AS FORGIVABLE LOANS, TO PROVIDE THE CONDITIONS THAT MUST BE MET FOR THE LOANS TO BE FORGIVEN, TO PROVIDE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR INCENTIVE APPLICATIONS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD OF ECONOMIC ADVISORS AND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE SHALL CONDUCT ANALYSES AND REVIEWS OF THESE INCENTIVES.  Senator DAVIS spoke on the Bill.  Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.

	

	

	Healthcare

	

	Enact the “Interstate Healthcare Compact” - S. 836 (Word version) -- Senators Grooms, Verdin, Knotts, Bright, Bryant, Courson, Campsen, McConnell, Cleary, Rose, Hayes, Shoopman, Massey, Campbell, Fair and Gregory: A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 44 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO HEALTH, BY ADDING CHAPTER 10 TO ENACT THE INTERSTATE HEALTHCARE COMPACT, TO PROVIDE THAT COMPACT MEMBERS MUST TAKE ACTION TO OBTAIN CONGRESSIONAL CONSENT TO THE COMPACT, TO PROVIDE THAT THE LEGISLATURE IS VESTED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY TO REGULATE HEALTHCARE DELIVERED IN THEIR STATE, TO PROVIDE FOR HEALTHCARE FUNDING, TO ESTABLISH THE INTERSTATE ADVISORY HEALTH CARE COMMISSION AND TO PROVIDE ITS COMPOSITION, POWERS, DUTIES, AND AUTHORITY, TO PROVIDE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE COMPACT, TO PROVIDE FOR AMENDING THE COMPACT, TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER OF WITHDRAWAL FROM THE COMPACT, AND TO PROVIDE NECESSARY DEFINITIONS.  Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.

	




Riley Pope & Laney, llc

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

2838 Devine Street

Post Office Box 11412 (29211)

Columbia, South Carolina 29205

Telephone 803-799-9993    Facsimile 803-239-1414

www.rplfirm.com
If you have questions regarding legislation or any information contained in this publication, please contact:

Theodore D. “Ted” Riley – triley@rplfirm.com      
Hobart O. Trotter, Jr. – htrotter@rplfirm.com       
Tara P. Boone  - tboone@rplfirm.com  
April 21, 2011
Page 1 of 4
Copyright 2011 © Riley Pope & Laney, LLC.  All rights reserved.
April 21, 2011
Page 4 of 4
Copyright 2011 © Riley Pope & Laney, LLC.  All rights reserved.

